
The Southern 
Blue Ridge 

Escarpment of 
South Carolina

What is the Partnership for the Blue Ridge?
A group of landowners, conservation organizations and government agencies is 

working to protect the special places of this “Blue Wall” in northwestern South 

Carolina. This informal group is know as the Partnership for the Blue Ridge.

Purpose: 

●     The Partnership for the Blue Ridge is a broad coalition of public and private 

conservation stakeholders whose purpose is to identify issues, develop 

strategies, and coordinate actions to protect the natural resources and 

special places of the Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment (SBRE) in South 

Carolina for the public benefit now and for future generations.

Why the Partnership has been formed: 

●     	 To educate each other about individual agency responsibilities, resources, 

challenges, and concerns in order to improve communications and decrease 

duplication of efforts.

●     	 To collaborate on land management and other technical issues, which will 

make landscape conservation work more effectively and efficiently in the 

SBRE

●     	 To serve as a forum for prioritizing and coordinating land protection issues 

in the SBRE

How You Can Help

We are working to protect the land that contains 

the Upstate’s natural and cultural mountain legacy. 

You can help by informing yourself about the key 

issues and then talking with federal, state, and 

local elected officials about the importance of this 

area. Donations to conservation groups involved 

in the effort and helping to educate landowners 

about voluntary land conservation tools such 

as conservation easements will also help. The 

mountains are one of the main reasons that tourism 

thrives here and people are moving to the Upstate. 

Keeping the special places beautiful and wild helps 

ensure that our economy will continue to grow 

and the quality of life here will always be great. 

–SCDNR Director, John Frampton

The Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment At-A-Glance

●       Is home to 40% of South Carolina’s rare plant species and many 

rare animal species.

●       Annual rainfall normally averages 80 to 90 inches, the second most 

of any region in the nation, which supports some of the largest 

biomass and diversity in the Eastern U.S.  

●       This area, ‘The Blue Wall’, as it’s sometimes called, has the steepest 

rate of elevation change in the eastern US, dropping over 2,000 feet 

in less than 2 miles. 

●       Has the most numerous concentration of waterfalls in the eastern 

US, many of which are some of the longest. 

●       The Partnership for the Blue Ridge includes 4 government agencies 

and 4 non-profit groups working together – along with individual 

land owners. 

●        Important properties in the escarpment include:  

 – 6 State Parks  

 – 2 wilderness Areas – one federal 		

    and one state  

 – 1 National Wild and Scenic River  

 – 1 National Forest  

 – 1 State Forest  

 – 2 federally designated scenic areas  

 – 10 SC Heritage Trust Preserves 

 – Thousands of acres of private 

    protected property, 

●       Key threats include incompatible development practices, invasive 

species, fire suppression and forest conversion

What is the Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment?

The Members of the  
Partnership for the Blue Ridge 

●    Private Land Owners 

●    The Chattooga Conservancy 

  www.chattoogariver.org 

●    Naturaland Trust 

●    The Nature Conservancy 

  www.nature.org 

●    Upstate Forever 

  www.upstateforever.org 

●    US Forest Service (USFS) 

  www.fs.fed.us 

●    SC Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) 

  www.dnr.sc.gov 

●    SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (SCPRT) 

  www.southcarolinaparks.com 

●    SC Forestry Commission (SCFC) 

www.state.sc.us/forest 

Further Reading/Resources: 
●  Partnership for the Blue Ridge, (2007) The Southern Blue Ridge 

Escarpment of South Carolina, A Conservation Resources Document 
(available as PDF file) 

●  Blagden, J. T & Wyche T., (1994) South Carolina’s Mountain 
Wilderness, The Blue Ridge Escarpment.  Westcliffe Publishers: 
Englewood, CO 

●  Wyche T. & Kilgo, J. (1996).  The Blue Wall, Wilderness of the 
Carolinas and Georgia.  Westcliffe Publishers: Englewood, CO 

●    Naturaland Trust (1994).  Guide to the Mountain Bridge Trails, Third 
Edition. Naturaland Trust, Greenville, SC 

●    Hembree, M & Jackson, D (1995).  Keowee: The Story of the Keowee 
River Valley in Upstate South Carolina.  Self-published 

●  Hembree, C. W. (2003). Jocassee Valley.  Hiott Printing Company, 
Pickens SC. 

●  Gaddy, L.L. & Gaddy Jr, L.L. (2000) A Naturalist’s Guide To The 
Southern Blue Ridge Front  University of South Carolina Press, 
Columbia, SC

The Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment is the “Blue Wall” of Mountains that rise 

up from the South Carolina Piedmont. This precipitous change in elevation 

along the southeastern slope of the Blue Ridge Mountains gives rise to abundant 

rainfall that nourishes an immense diversity of plant and animal life. It is special 

because of the geology that created the abrupt wall of mountains, the climate 

that produces high rainfall, the biology that has flourished here and the people 

that have called it home.
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Clay Bolt: Layout/Design & Photography 

www.claybolt.com

©
 C

L
A

Y
 B

O
LT

 -
 G

R
A

Y
 T

R
E

E
 F

R
O

G

©
 C

L
A

Y
 B

O
LT

 -
 F

E
D

E
R

A
L

LY
 E

N
D

A
N

G
E

R
E

D
 M

T
N

. 
S

W
E

E
T

 P
IT

C
H

E
R

 P
L

A
N

T
 /

 E
A

S
TA

T
O

E
 C

R
E

E
K

F
R

O
N

T
 C

O
V

E
R

: 
©

 C
. 

T
H

O
M

A
S

 W
Y

C
H

E
 -

 W
H

IT
E

S
ID

E
 M

O
U

N
TA

IN

South Carolina is facing tremendous changes 
that directly affect the quality of life we all 
enjoy. The Blue Ridge Mountains are some of the 
most important natural lands in the state. The 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
has helped protect special places in the Upstate 
and is proud to work with this partnership. These 
partnerships are critical to protecting the natural 
treasures that make South Carolina special. 



Recent Project Successes

Asbury Hills  Methodist Camp and Retreat Center: (       on map)
●     The 1,892-acre Methodist Camp and Retreat Center located in northern 

Greenville County is one of the most significant properties in this landscape 

and a critical component of the viewshed from Caesars Head State Park. 

Additionally, it also harbors one of the most outstanding mountain streams 

for native brook trout, Matthews Creek, which is designated by SC DHEC 

as a Trout Natural Water.   The Nature Conservancy accepted a conservation 

easement on this keystone tract in 2007,which now connects the other 

protected lands in the Mountain Bridge Wilderness.

‘Bootleg’ Tract: (       on map)
●     A small but critical addition to the S. C. Department of Natural Resources’ 

(SCDNR) Jocassee Gorges property.  The parcel is prominent in the stunning 

view from Jumping Off Rock and contains a mile of shoreline on Lake 

Jocassee.  It was protected by SCDNR by purchase from Crescent Resources 

in a bargain sale.  If developed, the tract would have changed the natural 

beauty of Lake Jocassee forever. 

‘Nine Times’ Tract: (       on map)
●       Described by Dr. Patrick McMillan as “the second most biologically significant 

parcel in South Carolina,” the 2200 acre Nine Times tract contains five 

mountains, Nine Times Creek, and a botanically intact granitic dome.  With 

support from the Pickens legislative delegation and the Governor, Upstate 

Forever purchased the most significant 560 acres from Crescent Resources, 

LLC in 2007 and obtained a 2 year option to purchase the remaining 1640 

acres.  With support from the SC Conservation Bank and a collaborative 

fundraising effort, the 560 acre tract will become a Nature Conservancy 

Preserve open to public.  Fundraising is also underway to acquire the 

remaining acreage.   

Stumphouse Mountain: (       on map)
●       Stumphouse Mountain located near the Sumter National Forest in Oconee 

County is a place that has all the enduring qualities of our Southern Blue 

Ridge Mountains. Two properties at Stumphouse Mountain, consisting of 

almost 1,000 acres, were conserved in a public effort in the summer of 

2007. Citizens, political leaders and conservation groups united to put a 

conservation easement on the Walhalla Watershed and purchase a private 

tract to be conserved as a DNR Heritage Preserve. Stumphouse Mountain 

has it all; Blue Ridge hardwood forests, mountain streams, a scenic 150-foot 

waterfall and wildflowers in abundance. 
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Key Mountain Tracts ... 
In the Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment 
●      Green shaded areas on the map represent major privately and publically 

owned conservation properties in South Carolina 

●      Brown shaded areas on the map represent major privately and 

publically owned conservation properties in North Carolina and 

Georgia

Major Protected 
Properties on the Map: 
 1.) Sumter National Forest, Andrew 

Pickens District 

 2.) Poe Creek State Forest 

 3.) Oconee State Park 

 4.) Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area 

 5.) Devil’s Fork State Park 

 6.) Wildcat Wayside State Park 

 7.) Table Rock State Park 

 8.) Jones Gap/Caesars Head State Park 

 9.) Table Rock Reservoir 

10.) Poinsett (North Saluda) Reservoir 

11.) Jocassee Gorges 

12.) Buzzard Roost Heritage Preserve 

13.) Watson-Cooper Heritage Preserve 

14.) Chandler Heritage Preserve 

15.) Bald Rock Heritage Preserve 

16.) Ashmore Heritage Preserve 

17.) Chestnut Ridge Heritage Preserve 

18.) Eastatoee Creek Heritage Preserve 

19.) Laurel Fork Heritage Preserve 

20.) Wadakoe Heritage Preserve 

21.) Poinsett Bridge Heritage Preserve 

22.) Blue Wall Preserve 

23.) YMCA Camp Greenville 

24.) Mountain Bridge Passage 

25.) Asbury Hills Camp 

26.) Stumphouse Mountain 

Note:This list does not include private 
lands protected by conservation 
easements but not generally accessible to 
the public. 
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